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AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

From the North Wessex Downs to the New Forest. 
From Andover to Romsey. Test Valley is thriving. And 
Test Valley Conservatives have big plans to ensure it 
continues to do so by enhancing the quality of life for 
people who live in Test Valley.

A message from the Leader of Test Valley

Welcome to our manifesto for 2019 – 2023, which will build on our success over the last 4-years, as 
well as addressing the major challenges we face.

I’m really proud of our record of providing brand new leisure facilities; delivering more affordable 
homes than any other authority in Hampshire; tackling homelessness; giving our residents more 
access to open spaces and the surrounding countryside – all whilst keeping council tax low. And we 
will continue to deliver on those important priorities.

Our top priority is to respond to the changing nature of the High Street. Up and down the country, the 
internet is changing shopping habits and town centres are becoming more of a place for leisure and 
living as well as retail. We will ensure our High Streets keep pace with that trend – and have really 
ambitious plans to redesign and revitalise both Andover and Romsey town centres.

We will also build on our fantastic record of recycling. In Test Valley, 94% of household waste is 
either recycled or turned into electricity - with just 6% going to landfill. But I want us to be even more 
ambitious. If re-elected we will continue to work with other authorities in Hampshire to build a new 
recycling processing facility to enable you to recycle pots, tubs and trays – and even glass in your 
brown bin.

Now is the time to build on our significant successes – and see through our ambitious projects for the 
future.  This manifesto is our plan to take our beautiful Borough forward; but above all it is a plan for 
you. 

I hope you will give us your support.

Cllr Phil North,
Leader TVBC



AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

AMBITIOUS FOR OUR TOWN CENTRES
Rejuvenating our town centres is our top priority. Up and down the country, the internet is 
transforming shopping habits - and, in turn, our high streets. Town centres are becoming more of 
a place for leisure and living as well as retail. We, therefore, need to create a place where people 
want to visit, work, live and spend time with their friends, family and colleagues. We have already 
started work on ambitious plans to do just that:

• We’ll continue to work with Andover Vision and Romsey Future to support our two major   
 town centres to ensure they keep pace with this trend.

AMBITIOUS FOR ANDOVER

• We’re undertaking a complete redevelopment of the area around the former Magistrates’  
 Court to create a new Cultural Quarter. This will include a new theatre enhancing the   
 successful Lights.

• We’re creating a new park at Town Mills. Delivering on the Andover Vision’s number one   
 priority to make the most of the River Anton as it flows through the town.

• And we are drawing up plans to completely redevelop the Chantry Centre.

AMBITIOUS FOR ROMSEY

• The South of the Town Centre project will redesign the area around Crosfield Hall, working  
 with Romsey Future to develop a Masterplan for the town.



AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

AMBITIOUS IN SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS

• We will continue to ensure that parking charges are kept low. We have frozen them for   
 the last 3 years and we will keep free parking after 4pm Monday-Saturday and all day   
 on Sundays and bank holidays.

• We will continue to offer our £1,000 Independent Retailer Grants to attract new business 
 to our High Streets, and the £750 Business Incentive Grants to help people start their own  
 business.

• Through the review of our Local Plan we will review the town centre use-classes to ensure  
 we are as flexible as possible to welcome new businesses into our towns.

• We will continue to work with the EM3 Local Enterprise Partnership to deliver our plan.   
 Due to our current relationship with the EM3 LEP we have successfully been awarded
 £500,000 for improvements in Andover.

•  Having helped deliver a new £3.9m Technology and Future Skills Centre for Andover, we have  
 a great track record of securing investment into skills training and apprenticeships. Our half  
 a million pound Andover Skills Fund, paid for by developer contributions, has already

 benefited 502 people from 145 businesses and we will continue to help businesses up-  
 skill their workforce by setting up further skills funds like the £56k one serving Chilworth,  
 Nursling & Rownhams.

•  Continue to work with the Government, County Council and private enterprise to ensure   
 that broadband is rolled out across rural Test Valley.  We have already been successful   
 in working with Virgin Media to create a ‘virtual town’ to enable the delivery of super-fast  
 broadband to the villages and rural settlements in central Test Valley.



AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

AMBITIOUS FOR HOUSING & PLANNING
Over the last 5 years we’ve delivered the highest number of housing completions in Hampshire, 
including 1,320 new affordable homes. That’s more affordable homes delivered in Conservative-run 
Test Valley than in Labour-run Southampton and almost twice as many as Lib Dem-run Eastleigh. 
Building on this, we will:

• Deliver a new Local Plan, ensuring the widest possible consultation with residents.

Through these plans we will:

• Have a clear focus on housing delivery.
• Prevent inappropriate development.
• Protect green spaces and local gaps between our towns and villages.
• Deliver the right houses in the right places.
• Create policies to help our communities deliver the type of housing they need. 
• Secure the delivery of high quality infrastructure including roads, community facilities and  
 nature reserves for new and existing residents to access and enjoy.

And we will:

• Continue to support Parishes in developing Neighbourhood Plans.

During the last 5 years the council has secured in excess of £58M in developer contributions to 
deliver new infrastructure and facilities. This includes dedicated community development workers 
in our new neighbourhoods, new community centres, high quality recreation land and green space, 
highway & transport infrastructure improvements.

We are committed to working with partners to prevent and reduce homelessness in Test Valley. 
Through our homelessness strategy we will continue to:

• Offer emergency accommodation to anyone who may otherwise sleep rough in our borough. 
 We have increased our investment in front line housing services by £100k over the past year  
 to underline that promise.

• Work with our partners including the Police, Adult Services, the County Council’s Drug and  
 Alcohol Service and Two Saints to take our support onto the streets and encourage people to  
 come inside.

THE RIGHT HOMES IN THE RIGHT PLACES



AMBITIOUS FOR OUR ENVIRONMENT
We know our residents value the wonderful area in which we live.  

We will continue to provide opportunities for residents to enjoy the beautiful landscape of Test 
Valley with greater access to green spaces, nature reserves and the surrounding countryside. We 
will:

• Enhance access to the Countryside through the continued creation of Fishlake Meadows  
 nature reserve in Romsey and the new Sherfield English green space.

• Continue to manage and enhance our fantastic nature reserves at Rooksbury Mill and Anton  
 Lakes in Andover.

• Use developer contributions to provide greater access to the countryside in Andover.

AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

• We’ve used money from developers to create a new 
nature reserve at Fishlake Meadows, Romsey & a 
new country park at Mill Lane, Sherfield English.

• We’ve improved access to the countryside at our 
fantastic nature reserves at Rooksbury Mill & Anton 
Lakes in Andover.

IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE COUNTRYSIDE



AMBITIOUS FOR LEISURE & COMMUNITIES
Helping those who live in Test Valley to follow a healthy lifestyle, supported by the Council is a 
priority for us.

We have delivered a new Leisure Contract which is already bringing significant benefits to the 
Borough, with refurbishment of Romsey Rapids, Knightwood Leisure Centre and construction 
almost complete of the state of the art Andover Leisure Centre.

We will:

• Deliver a brand new Leisure Centre in Andover which includes: 
 High Places climbing facility, 
 25m main pool & 15m teaching pool with retractable floor, 
 Splash pad, 8 court sports hall, squash courts and group exercise studios,
 165 station state of the art gym (including 25 station virtual spin studio) 
 Soft play & café. 
 
 Opening April 2019.

• Continue to improve and enhance Romsey Rapids, where the gym and pool area have already  
 been refurbished, to provide brand new health facilities including a sauna, steam room and  
 infra-red sauna.

• We have already delivered enhanced facilites at Knightwood Leisure Centre, Valley Park and  
 Charlton Lakes near Andover.

•  Our Councillor Community Grants and Community Asset Fund funded some 103 projects in  
 our local communities last year to the tune of over £330,000, aimed directly at getting local  
 initiatives off the ground and helping communities to deliver their ambitions.  We will   
 continue to invest in our Councillors to deliver projects in their wards.

AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

INVESTING IN LEISURE



AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

AMBITIOUS FOR WASTE & RECYCLING
In Conservative-run Test Valley, 94% of household waste is either recycled or turned into electricity 
– with just 6% going to landfill. We are already working with other authorities in Hampshire to build 
a new Recycling Processing Facility to enable our residents to recycle pots, tubs and trays – and 
it’s our ambition that glass will be recycled in brown bins.

We also commit to:

• Keeping alternate weekly bin collections, which means either your general waste or   
 recycling is collected each week. We will not move to three-weekly collections.

• We will relentlessly pursue fly-tippers, continuing our record of prosecutions which has seen  
 23 prosecutions with over £35,000 levied in fines in the past 2 years.

•  We are working with our local restaurants and cafes to introduce a water bottle refill   
 scheme in both Andover and Romsey.

BETTER RECYCLING



AMBITIOUS FOR YOUR MONEY
Council Tax in Test Valley is £43 lower than the average in the rest of England and we’re committed 
to keeping it as low as possible. Despite a reduction in the money we get from central government, 
our sound financial management has meant we’ve been able to sustain frontline services whilst 
continuing to invest in our communities. We will continue:

• To keep Council tax low.

• To invest in Project Enterprise to protect frontline services. Our recent investments in 
commercial and domestic property has meant that this year Test Valley received an additional 
£1.8m more than if we’d kept the money in the bank.

AMBITIOUS FOR TEST VALLEY

WE NEVER FORGET ITS YOUR MONEY
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